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PRE-REGISTER FOR THIS  

CHAPTER MEETING 
 

 

As this meeting is an “in person” event simply click on the  
button below which will take you to our registration page. 
You can then either bring the payment with you or send a 

cheque to rob.castillo@univarsolutions.com  
Please make your reservation before the Monday prior to 

the meeting. 
 

 

 

 

 

SCC ONTARIO  

REGULATORY UPDATE  

MEETING 
 

 

March 6th, 2024 
 

mailto:Rob.Castillo@UnivarSolutions.com
mailto:Rob.Castillo@UnivarSolutions.com
https://fs3.formsite.com/v9a6uR/cgs3syymkh/index


Abstract: MoCRA Explained: Compliance Deadlines and Updates  

The end of 2023 proved to be an exciting month for FDA Cosmetic Regulations with the announcement of the enforce-
ment delay for registration and listings, the issuing of the Final Guidance Document for industry, and the opening of the 
Cosmetics Direct Portal, there is a lot of information that has finally become clear to industry, but much that is still left to 
uncover.  
 
The enforcement delay announcement has given industry time to become compliant and navigate through the newly de-
veloped Cosmetics Direct Portal. The Cosmetics Direct Portal, though simplistic in nature, has been showing some strug-
gles with industry in offering either uploading listing manually one by one, or through the Structured Product Labeling 
(SPL) format. Many companies that have thousands of listings to upload are realizing that time is of the essence to start 
getting listings into the system now. In regard to facilities, gathering the information needed for registration and designat-
ing a U.S. Agent if a foreign facility is the most important steps companies should be acting on now.  
 
The delayed enforcement only applied to the registration and listing aspect of MoCRA, and in December 2023, all other 
cosmetic regulations under (MoCRA) went into effect. The first round of compliance deadlines that had to be met where 
those mostly covered under the requirements for the Responsible person, such as Adverse Event Record Keeping, Seri-
ous Adverse Event Reporting, Safety Substantiation, Record Access, and Recalls.  
 
With 2024 set to provide more insight to other regulations around Good Manufacturing Practices, Fragrance Allergens, 
and Labeling requirements, it is important to understand the compliance deadlines and requirements and how they apply 
to your business.  
 
Though there are still many unknowns, there are steps companies can take now to prepare and educate themselves on 
what these changes mean to their business. In this seminar, it will outline what the new requirements mean to facilities 
and Responsible Persons, and how this will transform the industry for the years ahead. 

 
                             Continued page 3 
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REGULATORY UPDATE  

MEETING 
 

March 6th, 2024 

Location: The Venetian Banquet & Hospitality 

Centre 219 Romina Drive, City of 

Vaughan, ON, L4K 4V3   

(tel: 905-264-9960) 

Time: 9:00 a.m. Registration 

 9:30 a.m. Craig Weiss 

 10:30 a.m. break 

 10:45 a.m. Jaclyn Bellomo  

 Noon Lunch 

 1:00 p.m. Catherine Graham 

 2:00 p.m. break 

 2:15p.m. Teena Warrin 

 3:15 p.m. Q&A 

Fees: FREE for Members 

 Non– Members $125 

 FREE for Students 

https://www.google.ca/maps/place/The+Venetian+Banquet+%26+Hospitality+Centre/@43.8173538,-79.5323171,17z/data=!4m12!1m6!3m5!1s0x882b2f11702454cd:0xfdd4dd9d7b4f1259!2sThe+Venetian+Banquet+%26+Hospitality+Centre!8m2!3d43.81735!4d-79.530123!3m4!1s0x882b2f1170


Bio: Craig Weiss received a B.S. in biology for Monmouth College, prior to arriving at Consumer Prod-
uct Testing Co. Craig held technical positions at Del Laboratories, Norwich Eaton Pharmaceuticals 
(Proctor and Gamble) and Roxane Laboratories.  
 

Craig began his career with Consumer Product Testing Co., Inc. as the Vice President of the Analytical 
Service Division, which was comprised of the Microbiology and Analytical Chemistry departments.   The 
Analytical Service Division, offers such varied services as water system validations, analytical methods, 
cleaning validation, production environmental monitoring and routines analysis.     
 

In 1993 Craig became a corporate Vice President and in 1999 he became the President of Consumer 
Product Testing Co., Inc.   
 

Craig is active in many trade organizations and is a member of IBA board of directors, serving as the 
chairman of its technical, regulatory committee. Craig is also a member of the SCC serving on the CO-
SA committee and PCPC serving on its Scientific Advisory Committee.  Additionally, Craig sits on nu-
merous international expert panels, ICCR and JCCT for examples.  

 
Bio : Jaclyn Bellomo, Director of Cosmetic Science and Regulatory Affairs   
Jaclyn Bellomo is a cosmetic industry professional with over a decade of experience in technical formu-
lation, regulatory compliance, product development, and brand management. After obtaining her Bach-
elor's degree in Chemistry from Manhattan College, Jaclyn continued her education earning a MS in 
Cosmetic Science from Fairleigh Dickinson University, a MS in Regulatory Affairs from Northeastern 
University, and finally her MBA from Northeastern University. Jaclyn has spent the majority of her ca-
reer in the private sector working with multinational brands, specializing in formulations for the beauty 
and personal care industry from concept to counter. Jaclyn is active on several committees across the 
industry that focus on education and compliance to ensure there is continued support for the cosmetic 

industry. As Director of Cosmetic Services and Software, Jaclyn adds a deep understanding of the cos-
metic regulatory environment and uses her expertise to support cosmetic companies on the newly en-
acted MoCRA regulations that will be required for cosmetic products distributed and marketed in the 
United States. In addition, Jaclyn works closely with our Cosmetri Product Manager and cGMP software 
to help streamline R&D processes, update compliance, and support customers in improving their cur-
rent working operations.  

Abstract: Navigating Complex Regulatory Landscape: A Distributor’s Approach   
Business leaders today are faced with the challenge of a navigating a complex regulatory landscape 
and ensuring the appropriate programs are in place to ensure compliance. As one of the most highly 
regulated industries in Canada, a chemical and ingredient distributor can offer expert knowledge in 
managing current and proposed regulation. Specifically, minimizing risk to stakeholders including but 
not limited to Principals, Customers, Employees, and the Environment while remaining competitive.  
 
Bio: Catherine Graham  
Joined Azelis in 2023 as Regulatory & SHEQ Manager for Azelis Canada. 10+ years’ experience in 
chemical distribution and manufacturing industry, specializing in Regulatory Affairs, Sustainability and 
Operations. Obtained Hon. Bachelor of Business Administration from Wilfrid Laurier University, minor in 
Economics and graduate diploma in Regulatory Affairs.  
LinkedIn Profile: www.linkedin.com/in/grahamcatherinel 
 
Abstract: Teena’s presentation will examine the Canadian Environmental Protection Act (CEPA) from 
a raw material supplier’s point of view. Specifically looking at the New Substance Notification Regula-
tions and the Chemicals Management Plan.  Teena will share tips and tools for compliance and provide 
some insight on upcoming changes/challenges. 
 
Bio: Teena Warrin has been the Product Safety and Regulatory Affairs Manager at Croda Canada for 
over twenty years.  Throughout her career Teena has been passionate about education and advocacy.  
Teena has been an active member of Responsible Distribution Canada’s Regulatory Affairs Committee 
for three decades. Teena currently serves as the Vice Chair for Cosmetic Alliance’s Risk Assessment 
and Ingredient Safety Committee.  Teena supports the Cosmetic Science Program at Secenca College 
as an active member of the Program Advisory Committee, guest lecturer and regulatory judge for Cap-
stone Projects. When she is not working, Teena enjoys traveling, hiking, yoga and spending time with 
her family. 
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https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fin%2Fgrahamcatherinel&data=05%7C02%7Crob.quinlan%40azelis.com%7C2c9e180349e1478c69dd08dc2740a347%7C3dc07cb398804e068b76481defb68f82%7C0%7C0%7C638428405765346793%7CUnknown%7CTW
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http://www.azeliscanada.com/
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http://www.vivachem.ca/


                                    February 1st Meeting  
 

 
For our first chapter meeting of the new year 2024, we 
were excited to try something different and shake 
things up. We had a wonderful turnout for our inaugural "Lunch Meet-
ing", where attendees gathered for a delicious meal, networking and a 
fascinating presentation. We were thrilled to have as our guest speaker 
Lakshana Sreenivasan, Clinical Research Senior Scientist from local 
company DECIEM. Lakshana's topic, "Enhancing Skin Barrier Integrity: A 
Holistic Evaluation of a Barrier Support Serum and its Active Ingredi-
ents", centered around the pivotal role the skin barrier plays in pro-
tecting against water loss and external stressors. Disruption of this 
barrier can lead to issues like dehydration, dryness, redness and dis-
comfort, making barrier support crucial for skin care. She discussed a 
serum developed to maintain and restore skin barrier health, assessing 

the performance of an active complex. This included exploring how the formulation and 
ceramide complex impact barrier function. The presentation outlined how the actives provide 
immediate soothing hydration and reduce redness over 
time, boosting skin moisture. Lakshana concluded the com-
plex had demonstrated efficacy in enhancing barrier integ-
rity and function, ultimately improving overall barrier health. 

Lakshana Sreenivasan is an accomplished Clinical Research Senior Sci-

entist at DECIEM, with a distinguished academic background including 
a bachelor’s degree from the University of Arizona and a PhD in Experi-
mental Medicine from The University of British Columbia. With over a 

decade of experience in research and development, Lakshana Sreeniva-
san has played a pivotal role in the design and implementation of cell 

and tissue-based assays. Her impactful research stemming from her prior 
work has been disseminated through conferences and as first-author publications. Currently, based at the Toronto 

headquarters, Lakshana is a key member of the Clinical Research Lab at The Ordinary, leading efforts in evaluat-
ing product performance and garnering clinical acclaim for The Ordinary. 

15 
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http://www.dksh.com/
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http://www.imcdca.com/
http://www.parentoltd.com/
https://www.scconline.org/
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A Welcome from the chair… 
 
I am grateful for the opportunity to serve as Chair of the Ontario Chapter of the Society of Cosmetic 
Chemists for our 29th year. As a long-time SCC Board member, I am proud to belong to a dedicated 
team of volunteers that delivers exceptional education and social events for our Ontario cosmetics in-
dustry. Here is a glimpse of what we have in store for 2024… 
 
We kicked off our February meeting with a twist: a daytime event featuring a local speaker, Lakshana Sreenivasan, from 
one of our own Ontario manufacturers. Next, as a Chapter, we continue to give back to our members with a free regulatory 
meeting for pre-registered SCC members in March. In May, we look forward to an evening meeting with Dr. Joe Schwartz 
on “Sense, Nonsense, and Science”. As we head into the warmer months, we have some exciting social events planned: a 
Boat Cruise in June and the annual Golf Tournament in July. In September, we resume our ever-popular Education Day, 
with Joe Dallal as our speaker this year. At our final evening meeting in November, we welcome a leadership presentation 
by Janic Gorayeb and the installation of our new officers. Lastly, don’t forget to mark your calendars for the Annual Holiday 
Dinner Dance on December 6th, where we give back to our community through a toy drive and celebrate together. 
 
We are fortunate to have strong ongoing support within our Ontario Chapter. As members, we all have a say in the direc-
tion of our Chapter meetings and events. Throughout the year, I welcome your feedback on how we can enhance our edu-
cation and peer interaction for our members. 
 
I look forward to another successful year for the Ontario Chapter and seeing you at our upcoming events. 
  
Sincerely,   
 

Monika Melao 
2024 SCC Ontario Chapter Chair 

https://www.quadra.ca/


10 

https://debro.com/


11 

https://www.essentialingredients.com/


Why companies might change a product formula 
           by Perry Perry Romanowski  
 

As a new cosmetic formulator you might be surprised to learn that you won’t get many opportuni-
ties to create completely new formulas. It is rare that you would start a project without a starting 
formula. Often what happens when a company hires a formulator is you get handed a list of in-
house formulas and your job will be to make small changes to those. In reality, companies don’t 
really want new formulas. They usually don’t want to change formulas at all. Here’s why. 
 

Modifying cosmetic formulas 
As I said, brands do not want to change formulas. This is especially true for products that are selling 
well. The idea is that if something is selling well, you don’t want to change anything.  Each change 
creates the potential that you will disturb current customers and they will start looking for other op-
tions. This is likely one reason why it took J&J Baby shampoo so long to remove a formaldehyde 
releasing preservative from their formula. Even a preservative change might make a negative con-
sumer perceptible difference. 
 

Cosmetic formula changes 
But there are a few reasons why brands would change a formula. And these changes are often what 
you will be working on as a new chemist. 
 

Sales issues 
You might change a formula if you have a product that is not the best selling on the market.  Mak-
ing a change can improve product performance but it can also give new news for the brand to talk 
about. New news about the formula is always something that your marketing department likes. 
 

Regulatory problems 
The rules and regulations about cosmetics are always changing. This means that companies have to 
change formulas to adjust the levels or remove certain ingredients from a formula. The changes are 
supposed to be done in a way that will not be noticeable to consumers but that can be incredibly dif-
ficult. It takes a lot of prototype making and testing. 
 

Negative consumer perception 
Sometimes ingredients will develop bad reputations with consumers due to negative media reports 
or social media misinformation. Ingredients that have been safely used for a long time in cosmetics 
like petrolatum, mineral oil, sulfates and more have all been removed by some companies. 
Many cosmetic preservatives have also had to be changed. If an ingredient can easily be removed 
the cosmetic industry will do it. It’s the ingredients that are hard to find a good replacement for that 
makes these formulation changes quite difficult. 
 

Cost savings 
Perhaps the most common reason for a change is that the company is looking to reduce the cost to 
produce a product. If you can find a secondary source for an ingredient which reduces the cost, 
that’s a chance to reformulate. Or if you can find a less expensive way to make a formula but it still 
performs the same, it makes sense to have a formulation change. I actually started my career as a 
cost savings chemist. There were a few projects where a simple reduction in one ingredient led to a 
savings of over $100,000 a year. 
 
                        Continued on page 15 
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https://slate.com/technology/2014/03/is-formaldehyde-dangerous-no-but-johnson-johnson-removed-it-from-baby-shampoo-anyway.html
https://chemistscorner.com/the-best-cosmetic-preservatives/
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http://www.brenntag.com/
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https://www.grantinc.com/


  

During our 
annual Holiday Dinner Dance on November 
24th our Area V Director from SCC Nation-
al, Dorothy Maraprossians installed our in-

coming officers for 2024.  
 

Serving as our Chapter Officers for 2024 
are; 

 
Monika Melao - Chair  

Shahin Kalantari - Chair Elect 
Tanya Baksh - Secretary 
Rob Castillo - Treasurer 

 

   INTRODUCING OUR 2024 ONTARIO  
CHAPTER OFFICERS 

                        Continued from page 12 

Making formulas compliant 
As often happens in the cosmetic industry Big companies buy up smaller companies. And what the big com-
pany usually finds is that the small company wasn’t following all the cosmetic industry regulations or 
rules.  For this reason you might have to reformulate a product to make it compliant with rules or company 
procedures. 

On being a cosmetic formulator 
Cosmetic formulating is a fun job, especially when you have a chance to change an existing formula. This 
gives you the opportunity to put your own spin on a formula and really make you feel like you are contrib-
uting to a product. For a new chemist this is rare so enjoy every chance you get. And if you would like to 
find out all the information a new cosmetic chemist needs to know about formulating, be sure to try out 
our Practical Cosmetic Formulating course. 
 
Perry has been formulating cosmetic products and inventing solutions to solve consumer problems since 
the early 1990’s. Additionally, he has written and edited numerous articles and books, taught continuing 
education classes for industry scientists, and developed successful websites. His latest book is Begin-
ning Cosmetic Chemistry 3rd Edition published by Allured.  
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http://www.barentz-na.com/
https://www.scconline.org/Resources/Media-Library
http://www.orchidia.com/
https://chemistscorner.com/learn-more/practical-cosmetic-formulating/
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Here are the dates for 2024 

that the Northern Highlights 

Staff plan to post the 5 news-

letters for the year; 
 

 January 8th 

 February 7th 

 May 2nd 

 August 22nd 

 October 10th 
 

 

(or as close as we can get) 

 

Should posting dates change  

throughout the year the most 

up to date list can be found 

at; 

 
http://www.ontarioscc.org/

newsletters.htm 

 

NEWSLETTER POSTING  

DATES FOR 2024 
Presenters 

Welcome!!! 
 

The SCC  
Ontario Chapter 
board is currently  

accepting  
submissions for 
presentations! 

Interested parties 
can submit a 
presentation  

abstract and a 
biography. Your 

talk may be  
accepted for  

either a Chapter 
meeting or  

Education Day. 
 

Please send all 
enquiries to Andy 
Halasz  (speaker 
coordinator) at  

 
bhalas-

z39@gmail.com 
 
 
 

Dues Renewal 
 

 

Returning members can sign in, or re-
set their password if needed, via the 
button below. Once signed in, you will 
see an option to reactivate your  
membership.  
 
Please note: It is important to keep your membership 
active. Members who are dropped for non-payment of 
dues must pay a reinstatement fee plus current year 
dues in order to be reinstated. Members who resign will 
only need to pay current dues to be reinstated.  

http://www.ontarioscc.org/newsletters.htm
mailto:bhalasz39@gmail.com
mailto:bhalasz39@gmail.com
mailto:bhalasz39@gmail.com
https://www.linkedin.com/
https://www.scconline.org/Sign-In?returnurl=%2fUser-Home
http://www.barnetproducts.com/
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Membership Programs 
and Privileges  

 

Journal - Membership in-
cludes subscription to the 

Journal of Cosmetic Science, 

the Official Journal of the So-

ciety of Cosmetic Chemists. 

The Journal contains technical 

papers on topics of interest to 

cosmetic scientists and is dis-

tributed six times per year.  
 

Meetings & Seminars - The 
Society holds its Annual Scientific Meeting each 

December. The Meetings and Seminars provide 

a forum for an exchange of current findings and 

technology on topics of global interest in cos-

metic science. 
 

Continuing Education Programs - Our CEP 
Programs are short courses taught by practic-

ing cosmetic scientists and perfumers, all 

acknowledged experts in their disciplines.  
 

Chapters - Each member is assigned to one of 
nineteen Chapters throughout the United States 

and Canada, according to his or her geograph-

ic location. Chapters hold local scientific meet-

ings throughout the year, and many publish 

their own newsletters.  
 

I.F.S.C.C. - The Society of Cosmetic Chemists 
is one of 42 member organizations within the 

International Federation of Societies of  

Cosmetic Chemists.  

https://activesinternational.com/
https://plantspower.ca/
http://www.mainmastinternational.com/
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Contact Vera at  

vera@plantpower.ca 

 

 

 

 

Interested in receiving  

periodic emails to keep you up to 

date on your SCC  

Ontario Chapter, including  

newsletter notifications?  

If so please visit the following link 

to register your email  

address; 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Please note your email  

information will be used for SCC  

information purposes  

ONLY! 

 

SCC ONTARIO EMAIL 

REGISTRATION 

 

Employment  
Opportunities 

 
 

Please check our 
website for  
detailed job  

listings  
 

 

https://www.charkit.com/
mailto:vera@plantpower.ca
http://sccevent.coffeecup.com/forms/emaillistregistration/
http://www.ontarioscc.org/employment.htm
https://www.ontarioscc.org/employment.htm
http://www.ontarioscc.org/employment.htm
http://www.ontarioscc.org/employment.htm
http://www.ontarioscc.org/employment.htm


UPCOMING EVENTS 
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March 6th, 2024 

The Venetian, Vaughan Ontario 

SCC Ontario Regulatory Day— Craig Weiss  

May 30th, 2024 

The Venetian, Vaughan Ontario 

SCC Ontario Chapter Meeting— “Sense, Nonsense, and Science” - 

Dr. Joe Schwarcz  

July 17, 2024 

Lionhead Golf Club & Conference 

Centre 

SCC Ontario Annual Golf Tournament 

September 19th, 2024 

The Venetian, Vaughan Ontario 

SCC Ontario Education Day—Joe Dallal 

November 7th, 2024 

The Venetian, Vaughan Ontario 

SCC Ontario Chapter Meeting—TBA 

December 6th, 2024 

The Venetian, Vaughan Ontario 

Annual Holiday Dinner Dance 

February 6th, 2025 

The Venetian, Vaughan Ontario 

SCC Ontario Chapter Meeting—TBA 

ONTARIO CHAPTER SCHOLARSHIP  

PROGRAM SOCIETY FOR COSMETIC CHEMISTS 
 

The support of Cosmetic Science Education and Research are central to the goals of the Society of 
Cosmetic Chemists (SCC).  The Ontario Chapter has developed a Schol-
arship Program available to students planning to complete cosmetic sci-
ence research in Canada.  In the past, the $1000.00 award has been  
presented to students from Seneca College, University of Toronto, Uni-
versity of Waterloo, University of Guelph and McMaster University.  The 
program began in 2003 and over 20 students have received awards. 
 
Interested students are invited to submit a brief one page outline to Den-
nis Zuccolin, Director of Scholarships at dzuccoli@estee.ca. The scholar-

ship applications will be reviewed by the SCC  
Ontario Chapter Board members.  Students awarded a scholarship can also apply for additional 
support (up to $1000.00) to cover research and development costs, training and conference expens-
es.  
 
The Ontario Chapter has supported the Seneca College Cosmetic Science Program and students 
by providing annual scholarships. Undergraduate students of the Seneca School of Biological  
Science and Applied Chemistry have also been supported by an annual award.  
 
Successful scholarship and award candidates are encouraged to attend SCC meetings, volunteer at 
events, collaborate with members, prepare a poster presentation, write an article for the newsletter 
and make an oral presentation on their research at a chapter meeting.  

 

mailto:dzuccoli@estee.ca
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NORTHERN HIGHLIGHTS STAFF 

 

For those who would like to become members, yearly fees are $170US. Applications are 

available from your Executive Committee or on-line at; 

http://www.scconline.org/membership/ 

 

Please return the completed form at your convenience and reap the benefits of the SCC.  For 

renewal memberships, please send payments directly to the SCC National Office.  For your 

convenience, National will accept payment by VISA, Mastercard or AMEX.  Please contact 

National for details. 

MEMBERSHIP 
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Presentation Library 
 

Peruse our wide selection of presentations from previous meetings 
 

http://www.ontarioscc.org/presentations.htm 

 

 

 

 

Throughout the year many of our members 

change jobs or relocate and forget to notify the 

National Office. Without notification, these  

members may not receive important mailings 

and eventually are made inactive. If you know of 

someone who has moved, please ask them if they 

have contacted the National Office regarding 

their address change. 

http://www.scconline.org/membership/
http://www.ontarioscc.org/presentations.htm
https://www.paradigmscience.com/

