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SCC ONTARIO CHAPTER  

MEETING 
 

“Sensitive Skin – A Comprehensive Approach to  

Combating Inflammation of the skin "  
 

-Susan Sperring  
 
 

May 29th, 2025 

PRE-REGISTER FOR THIS  

CHAPTER MEETING 
 

 

Simply click on the button below which will take you to our 
registration page. You can then either pay at the door or 

pay with credit card in advance or at the door. 
Please make your reservation before the Monday prior        

to the meeting. 
 

 

 

mailto:Rob.Castillo@UnivarSolutions.com
https://fs3.formsite.com/v9a6uR/cgs3syymkh/index
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Abstract: 

 

Sensitive Skin – A Comprehensive Approach to Combating Inflammation of the skin  

 

When questioned, 56% of people globally believe they have sensitive skin, with 73% of re-

spondents claiming their skin is more sensitive now than just a few years ago. In addition, 87% 

of consumers believe that the solution against skin problems are from natural sources.  What 

exactly is “sensitive skin”? Most consumers would use the terms, dry, red, rashy, stinging and 

itchy as descriptors, however many don’t understand the role that each of these conditions 

play in the overall role of sensitive skin. 

In this presentation, we will discuss some of the typical causes of sensitive skin and different 

pathways to sooth the skin.  In addition, we will take a deeper look into the effect of an unbal-

anced microbiome and its overall effect on skin’s sensitivity. 

 

Biography : 

 

Susan Sperring is a Technical Director at Symrise. Prior to Sym-

rise, she also worked at Momentive Performance Materials, 

where she was the North American Marketing Manager for Per-

sonal Care and Home Care and Avon Products where she was a 

chemist for Global Skin Care. Sue has a bachelor’s degree in 

chemistry from State University of New York- College at One-

onta and a master’s degree in Cosmetic Science from Fairleigh 

Dickinson University 

Category In-Person Attendance Virtual Attendance 

SCC Member (Pre-paid)  $60 $50 

Non-Member (Pre-paid)  $70 $60 

Student (Pre-paid)  $30 $20 

At the Door (All)  $74 Not Available  

Location 

The Venetian Banquet Centre 
219 Romina Drive, Vaughan,  
ON, L4K 4V3 
Phone: (905) 264-9960  

5:00 p.m. – Cocktails  

6:00 p.m. – Dinner  

7:00 –8:00 p.m. – Presentation  
Note: Virtual attendance includes live access to the presentation at 7:00 p.m. 
Dinner and networking are exclusive to in-person attendees.  

https://maps.app.goo.gl/6HN45V2kCWe1L3Va8
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http://www.azeliscanada.com/
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https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ontarioscc.org%2F2025%2Fjulygolf2025%2Fprices.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Crob.quinlan%40azelis.com%7C66fb7d7563f145a6896508dd89919683%7C3dc07cb398804e068b76481defb68f82%7C0%7C0%7C6388179808694000
https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffs3.formsite.com%2Fv9a6uR%2Fs0jwvagfmd%2Findex&data=05%7C02%7Crob.quinlan%40azelis.com%7C66fb7d7563f145a6896508dd89919683%7C3dc07cb398804e068b76481defb68f82%7C0%7C0%7C638817980869419747%7CUn
https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ontarioscc.org%2F2025%2Fjulygolf2025%2F2025sponsorship.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Crob.quinlan%40azelis.com%7C66fb7d7563f145a6896508dd89919683%7C3dc07cb398804e068b76481defb68f82%7C0%7C0%7C6388179
mailto:gjain@renechem.com
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https://www.ontarioscc.org/2025/julygolf2025/pricesb.png
https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffs3.formsite.com%2Fv9a6uR%2Fs0jwvagfmd%2Findex&data=05%7C02%7Crob.quinlan%40azelis.com%7C3fca46da8797433417f508dd896fdb76%7C3dc07cb398804e068b76481defb68f82%7C0%7C0%7C638817836026152629%7CUn
https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ontarioscc.org%2F2025%2Fjulygolf2025%2Fsponsorships25.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Crob.quinlan%40azelis.com%7C3fca46da8797433417f508dd896fdb76%7C3dc07cb398804e068b76481defb68f82%7C0%7C0%7C63881783
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http://www.essentialingredients.com/
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http://www.andicor.com/


 
 

       March 2025 Meeting  
 
 

SCC Ontario Bonus Education Day Recap – “Natural Oils and Butters: Technical Applications” with Benjamin Schwartz 
March 6th, 2025 

The SCC Ontario chapter hosted a packed Bonus Education Day on March 6th, 2025, centered around the technical appli-
cations of Natural Oils and Butters. Led by seasoned formulator and industry expert Benjamin Schwartz, the full-day 
seminar delivered a deep dive into lipid science—bridging foundational chemistry with practical, high-level formulation 
insights. 

The day kicked off with an overview of lipid chemistry, covering key building blocks like fatty acids, triglycerides, wax-
es, sterols, and tocopherols. Attendees gained a clear understanding of how these components behave in cosmetic and 
personal care formulations. 

Following a short break, the focus shifted to oxidative stability and the mechanisms behind lipid degradation. Schwartz 
highlighted the significance of iodine value and the Oxidative Stability Index (OSI), while exploring how antioxidants 

function at the molecular level—critical information for anyone working with natural ingredients. 

After lunch, the discussion turned toward the physical behavior of fats and butters. Attendees examined how melt profiles and solid fat content 
(SFC) curves are impacted by fatty acid composition and triglyceride structure. Schwartz also addressed how formulation performance can be 
tweaked through processing and molecular modifications. 

The final sessions tackled crystallization and fat morphology—explaining how chain packing, cooling rates, 
and crystal structure affect product stability, texture, and shelf life. These advanced insights gave attendees 
practical takeaways for improving the performance of emulsions, balms, and other lipid-rich systems. 

Benjamin Schwartz’s extensive background—from his early days at Estée Lauder to his current role as 
Customer Innovation Manager at AAK—lent real-world relevance and industry depth to the session. With 
two decades of R&D and product development experience, he seamlessly tied complex science to everyday 
formulation challenges. 

The day wrapped with a lively Q&A, leaving attendees energized and better equipped to tackle the evolving 
landscape of natural product formulation. 

15 
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http://www.dksh.com/
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http://www.vivachem.ca/
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http://www.forteingredients.ca/
http://www.quadragroup.com/
https://library.scconline.org/journal_feature/


Ingredient Sourcing and Sustainability: The Growth of Vertical Farm-
ing and Biotech 

Giorgio Dell’Acqua, NYSCC 

Introduction 

Climate change and environmental pressure have produced an unprecedented 
challenge to source natural ingredients through the classical supply chain, i.e. 
through standard plant cultivation or directly from the wild (1). This pressure has 
pushed farmers to cultivate crops and/or functional plants through the adoption of 
rotational agriculture and/or regenerative farming (based on soil preservation and 
biodynamic) (2,3), and it has increased the need to control and to regulate access 
for wild picking with the goal of preserving biodiversity. These practices are not on-
ly aligned with consumer desire for better quality and safer products but also with 
the increasing scrutiny of consumer packaged goods (CPG) manufacturers toward 
their sustainability agenda when developing products. 

However, more thoughtful farming as well as better management of natural re-
sources won’t fully reverse environmental damage and curb climate change, which 
seems at the time being an irreversible process. While it is essential to protect and 
preserve the environment by better managing it to maintain a healthy ingredient 
supply chain, sourcing alternatives to the environment have started to appear in 
recent years. In this blog we will discuss vertical and cellular farming to produce 
natural ingredients into an indoor and controlled space as a modern as well as sus-
tainable way. 

Vertical Farming 

Typically referring to indoor cultivation of plants, in stacked layers, with a controlled 
water, light, nutrients supply, and other factors (see Figure 1). Often hydroponic 
based, it is possible to optimize the growth as well as the chemical footprint of a 
plant for consistent results after each harvest. By changing the environmental 
equation and/or stressing the plant it is possible to achieve a specific chemical de-
sign and often to increase the number of specific molecules associated with specif-
ic benefits (4). Additional advantages are 1) plant conservation (plants that are cur-
rently struggling to survive in a changing environment can be saved in an indoor 
setting); 2) elimination of toxicity due to pollution or cultivation practices (heavy 
metals in soil, toxins, pesticides, etc.); 3) optimization of resources for cultivation 
(less dependence on the external environment and on soil quality); 4) fully circular 
and sustainable (it can be reproduced). Current challenges are the limitation of 
plants that can be grown (trees are not contemplated), the cost and the timing to 
optimization of scaling. In the cosmetic industry, we are starting to see some ex-
tracts that have been produced from plants cultivated using vertical farming, in par-
ticular flowering plants or plants known for the use of their roots, such as Ginseng. 
 
                        Continued on page 14 

11 



Your ad here!! 
 

Contact Vera at  
 

vera@plantpower.ca 
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Your Voice Matters! Help Shape the Future of SCC Ontario 
 

 

The Society of Cosmetic Chemists Ontario Chapter (SCC Ontario) is dedicated to providing the best possible  
experience for our members and potential members. We want to hear from you! Your feedback is essential in 
shaping our events, networking opportunities, and educational programs to better serve our growing community.  
 
We invite you to take just a few minutes to complete our Satisfaction Survey and share your thoughts on what’s 
working, what could be improved, and what you’d love to see in the future. 

Your feedback helps us grow and evolve to better serve you. Thank you for being a valuable part of the SCC 
Ontario community! 

Looking forward to your insights, 
Society of Cosmetic Chemists – Ontario Chapter 

https://library.scconline.org/journal_feature/
https://www.scconline.org/
https://ifscc.org/congress/
http://www.gattefosse.com/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeQ--zLT1wXIc9_mRaEwf6TpzMs2ICge8i2TmFYz4jXjPfuZg/viewform?usp=sharing
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http://www.parentoltd.com/
https://www.scconline.org/
http://www.imcdca.com/


 

Figure 1. Vertical Farming allows growing plants in a controlled environment. 

Cellular Farming 

Focusing on the production of plant extracts, this practice involves the isolation of 
plant cells mostly from plant meristems/calluses. The undifferentiated cells would 
grow in semisolid/liquid supports or reactors. The soluble fraction (mostly secondary 
metabolites) would then be extracted after centrifugation and separation of the non-
soluble part. Introduced on the market several years ago as plant stem cells isolat-
ed from Apple, Ginger, Rice, etc., they became very popular and trendy. Character-
ized by their growth factors and polyphenolic content, these cells lysates have been 
often formulated at relatively low concentration in anti-aging/regenerative products 
(5). Advantages would be like Vertical Farming, i.e. dissociation from external envi-
ronment dependence, lack of toxicity, better consistency in the finished product 
(less fluctuations due to the environment) and another way of producing relevant 
active ingredients in a sustainable manner. Challenge is still associated with costs 
and sometime physical characteristics (color, smell). 

Most recently, the introduction of Artificial Intelligence (AI) in biotech driven plant 
farming, has allowed the effective production of molecules instead of plant extracts, 
avoiding the need for expensive purification from extracts (6). This technology con-
sists in programming the cell line to specifically produce a specific molecule/
ingredient. It will revolutionize the way ingredients are sourced, purified, and bring 
our industry closer to a pharmaceutical model, where safety and efficacy are not a 
trade-off. 

                        Continued on page 17 

Continued from page 11 
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Here are the dates for 2025 

that the Northern Highlights 

Staff plan to post the 5 news-

letters for the year; 
 

 January 20th 

 February 6th 

 May 1st 

 August 28th 

 October 9th 
 

 

(or as close as we can get) 

 

Should posting dates change  

throughout the year the most 

up to date list can be found at 

the below  site. 

 

NEWSLETTER POSTING  

DATES FOR 2025 
Presenters 

Welcome!!! 
 

The SCC  
Ontario Chapter 

board is  
currently  
accepting  

submissions for 
presentations! 
Interested par-
ties can submit 
a presentation  
abstract and a 

biography. Your 
talk may be  
accepted for  

either a Chapter 
meeting or  

Education Day. 
 

Please send all 
enquiries to 
Andy Halasz  

(speaker coordi-
nator) at  

Dues Renewal 
 

 

Returning members can sign in, or re-
set their password if needed, via the 
button below. Once signed in, you will 
see an option to reactivate your  
membership.  
 
Please note: It is important to keep your membership 
active. Members who are dropped for non-payment of 
dues must pay a reinstatement fee plus current year 
dues in order to be reinstated. Members who resign will 
only need to pay current dues to be reinstated.  

http://www.ontarioscc.org/newsletters.htm
https://www.linkedin.com/search/results/all/?fetchDeterministicClustersOnly=true&heroEntityKey=urn%3Ali%3Aorganization%3A18979230&keywords=scc%20ontario%20chapter&origin=RICH_QUERY_TYPEAHEAD_HISTORY&position=0&searchId=39f2fa3d-51fb-4a7a-b7d5-b8ae04c3472a&
https://www.scconline.org/Sign-In?returnurl=%2fUser-Home
mailto:bhalasz39@gmail.com
https://www.ontarioscc.org/events.html
http://www.barnetproducts.com/
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http://www.brenntag.com/


Final remarks 

Indoor Farming (both vertical and cellular) is a clever solution to produce plant ex-
tracts and molecules needed by the cosmetic industry. It will take some time to get 
these practices fully scalable and cost effective, but the demand is starting to grow, 
and the optimization gets better by the day. Indoor farming is also a way to reduce 
the pressure on standard farming and an environmentally independent solution 
when the environment is already struggling to provide the needs of a demanding 
supply chain. Biotech and Sustainability are aligned in this effort. 
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Bio 

Giorgio Dell’Acqua is a scientist, innovator and product devel-
oper. He worked at Nutrafol as the Chief Science Officer, 
where he led innovation and formulation. Prior to that, Giorgio 
led science at Kiehl’s and worked with several other brands 
and ingredients companies to bring to the market innovative 
products. After obtaining his PhD in Cell Biology in 1989, Gior-
gio worked in Academia for 15 years in applied medical re-
search. Moving into the private sector in 2000, he has spent 
the last 20+ years as an executive and cosmetic scientist in the 
personal care industry. During his career, he has directed Re-
search and Development, Innovation, Science, and Product 

Development at multiple companies. He has helped bring 300+ successful active 
ingredients and finished products to market, authored more than 95+ publications 
in medicine and cosmetic science, holds two patents and continues to act as a key-
note speaker on clean beauty, natural ingredients, and sustainability. Giorgio is al-
so the 2025 secretary of the US Society of Cosmetic Chemists (SCC), chair of the 
outreach committee for the NY chapter of the SCC, and founder and member of the 
NY chapter SCC scientific committee. 
         

 

Continued from page 14 
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http://www.ctc.ca/
http://www.mainmastinternational.com/
http://www.plantpower.ca/
https://www.ontarioscc.org/
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Contact Vera at  

vera@plantpower.ca 

 

 

 

 

Register your email address to re-

ceive SCC Ontario Chapter newslet-

ters notifications! 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Please note your email  

information will be used for SCC  

information purposes  

ONLY! 

SCC ONTARIO EMAIL 

REGISTRATION 

 

Employment  
Opportunities 

 
 

Please check our  
website for  
detailed job  

listings  
 

 

mailto:vera@plantpower.ca
https://fs3.formsite.com/v9a6uR/8yi9d0tgob/index.html?1652879406089
http://www.ontarioscc.org/employment.htm
https://www.ontarioscc.org/employment.htm
http://www.ontarioscc.org/employment.htm
http://www.ontarioscc.org/employment.htm
http://www.ontarioscc.org/employment.htm
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21 

May 29th, 2025 

The Venetian, Vaughan Ontario 

SCC Ontario Chapter Meeting -“Sensitive Skin – A Comprehensive 

Approach to Combating Inflammation of the skin " - Sue Sperring  

July 23rd, 2025 

Lionhead Golf Club & Conference 

Centre 

SCC Ontario Annual Golf Tournament 

September 25, 2025 

The Venetian, Vaughan Ontario 

Education Day—”Fundamentals of Microbiome for the Cosmet-

ics Industry” presented by Paul Lawrence 

November 6, 2025 

The Venetian, Vaughan Ontario 

SCC Ontario Chapter Meeting—TBA 

December 5, 2025 

The Venetian, Vaughan Ontario 

SCC Ontario Holiday Dinner Dance 

February 5, 2026 

The Venetian, Vaughan Ontario 

SCC Ontario Chapter  LUNCH Meeting—TBA 

March 5, 2026 

The Venetian, Vaughan Ontario 

SCC Ontario Chapter Meeting—TBA 

May 28, 2026 

The Venetian, Vaughan Ontario 

SCC Ontario Chapter Meeting—TBA 

ONTARIO CHAPTER SCHOLARSHIP  

PROGRAM SOCIETY FOR COSMETIC CHEMISTS 
 

The support of Cosmetic Science Education and Research are central to 
the goals of the Society of Cosmetic Chemists (SCC).  The Ontario  
Chapter has developed a Scholarship Program available to students 
planning to complete cosmetic science research in Canada. In the past, 
the $1000.00 award has been presented to students from Seneca  
Polytechnic, University of Toronto, University of Waterloo, University of 
Guelph and McMaster University.  The program began in 2003 and over 
20 students have received awards. 
 

Interested students are invited to submit a brief one page outline to Dennis Zuccolin, Director of 
Scholarships at jdzuccolin@gmail.com. The scholarship applications will be reviewed by the SCC 
Ontario Chapter Board members.  Students awarded a scholarship can also apply for additional 
support (up to $1000.00) to cover research and development costs, training and conference ex-
penses.  
 
The Ontario Chapter has supported the Seneca Polytechnic Cosmetic Science Program and  
students by providing annual scholarships. Undergraduate students of the Seneca Polytechnic 
School of Biological Science and Applied Chemistry have also been supported by an annual award.  
 
Successful scholarship and award candidates are encouraged to attend SCC meetings, volunteer at 
events, collaborate with members, prepare a poster presentation, write an article for the newsletter 
and make an oral presentation on their research at a chapter meeting.  

mailto:jdzuccolin@gmail.com
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NORTHERN HIGHLIGHTS STAFF 

 

For those who would like to become members, yearly fees are $180 US. Applications are 

available from your Executive Committee or on-line at; 

 

 

 

Please return the completed form at your convenience and reap the benefits of the SCC.  For 

renewal memberships, please send payments directly to the SCC National Office.  For your 

convenience, National will accept payment by VISA, Mastercard or AMEX.  Please contact 

National for details. 

MEMBERSHIP 
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Presentation Library 
 

Peruse our wide selection of presentations from previous meetings 
 

http://www.ontarioscc.org/presentations.htm 

Membership Programs and Privileges  
 

Journal - Membership includes subscription to the Journal of Cosmetic Science, the Official 
Journal of the Society of Cosmetic Chemists. The Journal contains technical papers on topics of 

interest to cosmetic scientists and is distributed six times per year.  
 

Meetings & Seminars - The Society holds its Annual Scientific Meeting each December. The 
Meetings and Seminars provide a forum for an exchange of current findings and technology 

on topics of global interest in cosmetic science. 
 

Continuing Education Programs - Our CEP Programs are short courses taught by practicing 
cosmetic scientists and perfumers, all acknowledged experts in their disciplines.  
 

Chapters - Each member is assigned to one of nineteen Chapters throughout the United States and Canada, ac-
cording to his or her geographic location. Chapters hold local scientific meetings throughout the year, and 

many publish their own newsletters.  
 

I.F.S.C.C. - The Society of Cosmetic Chemists is one of 42 member organizations within the International Fed-
eration of Societies of Cosmetic Chemists.  
 

Emeritus Members - Attend Chapter educational events and evening meetings for free! 

http://www.ontarioscc.org/presentations.htm
https://www.scconline.org/Join
https://www.scconline.org/Sign-In?returnurl=%2fUser-Home

